CHAPTER II

9th June, 1830

It was raining on this morning and therefore, I started at 12 noon,
with the assistance of a few guides, and left for Ahobalam at a distance of
twelve miles and reached that place about a few minutes before sunset. It was
an easy road. I had to cross a small river, one hill stream and several other
streams on the way. There are several villages on the way. It was easy
going though the path ran through forests. This Kshetra comprises of Eguva
Ahobalam and Diguva Ahobalam lying at a distance of ninety minutes from
each other. There is a sacred steel pillar on a hill near Eguva Ahobalam. There
is only a footpath across thick forests to this place. This place is not accessible
by any kind of mounted conveyance. Lord Narasimhamurty is said to have
manifested Himself from this pillar. Several stone idols of this Lord found
in this area and on the hill, are being worshipped by devotees. This place
is under the control of the Ahobalam Jiyyar residing at Kumbakonam. His
representative is in charge of this place and is residing at Bachepalle at a
distance of four miles from Ahobalam. This representative has arranged for
worship of the Lord here by two archakas at both the places of Eguva Ahobalam
and Diguva Ahobalam, on a monthly salary of rupees six each. The expen-
diture of the temple is met out of the allowances remitted now and then by
the Jiyyar. Raja Ghandulal has however sanctioned a largesse of rupees one
thousand per annum for expenses on the temple. It is rather arduous for
palanquins, to go up to Eguva Ahobalam. There are several huts belonging
to sudras at Diguva Ahobalam. Even these habitations are not to be seen at
Eguva Ahobalam. Pilgrims have to reside in the precincts of the shrines here.
This is a thick forest area, injurious to health and therefore men are afraid
of residing here. There is also fear of wild animals. The temple area is in
a rather unsatisfactory condition with growth of thorny bushes, Jilledu1 etc.
The Brahmotsavam is celebrated here in the month of Phalguna when devotees
arrive here in large numbers. During this period, the receipts amount to
four hundred vamhas. The Nawab of Kandanur appropriates all these fees
and thereafter neglects the maintenance of the shrines. It can be said that
Bhaktiis radiant among devotees only due to the activating principle and Self-
luminous Light of the Lord and not in response to any ritualistic worship
performed here to the Lord. Provisions are not available at these two places ;
all victuals starting from salt have to be carried from Bachepalle.

I halted here this night.   Bachepalle is under the control of the East
India Company.   A good village.

1830

I stayed here till 12 upon.   After worshipping the Lord with such
materials as were available, I started from Srirangapuram at 1 in the afternoon
1.   Calotropis Gigantea.